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What s making news in values education

The National Values Education Forum 2007

Values Education in Practice: Making Connections was the focus for this year s forum.
Over two days, connections were made between Australian and international research,
between educators from across Australia, and between systems, sectors and parent
organisations.

Dr Neil Hawkes, Director of the Association of Living Values, set the tone for the forum
on the rst day when he said, Good schools are founded on good relationships that
release the creative energy of everyone in the school and that the principle of a
values-based school is that inner life is nourished through appropriate professional
and personal development.

He spoke of the real differences values education can make to students in terms
of academic performance, con dence and self-reliance. A values-based school, he
maintained, nurtures values by encouraging students and teachers to take time to
re ect on their beliefs and actions.

Professor Andrew Furco, Director, International Center for Research on Civic
Engagement and Service Learning, University of California Berkeley, described values
education as something that we are seeing globally in terms of what we want to
accomplish for our young people. He argued that good values education teaches not
only what values look and feel like, but also when it is appropriate to exercise them.

Professor Furco discussed the need to talk openly with students about the dominant
perspectives presented through the media and popular culture and stressed the
importance of not shying away from multi-values perspectives.

A range of workshops drawn from practising schools and associated projects
demonstrated that there is no single way to implement values education. Projects
ranged from service learning-based activities to creating sustainable worlds through
problem solving. However, all projects shared a collective view that success depends
upon engaging students in meaningful activities that resonate with shared values.

The forum concluded with a panel discussion about the need to connect to students
by exploring values with them rather than having teachers imposing values on them.
As one panellist said, values education is a big idea, not a compartment.

The full report of the National Values Education Forum 2007 can be accessed at:

http://www.valueseducation.edu.au/values/national_values_education_
forum_2007,18626.html



