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The following document will support
teachers and schools to make full use of

key values education resources to meet new
requirements in the first four learning areas
(English, science, mathematics and history)
of the Australian Curriculum. It will also
support schools in meeting the requirements
in two other aspects of the Australian
Curriculum: the general capabilities (especially
in information and communication technology,
critical and creative thinking, personal and
social competence, ethical behaviour and
intercultural understanding) and cross-
curriculum priorities (Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander histories and culture, Australia’s
engagement with Asia, and sustainability).
These key values resources were funded by
the Australian Government as part of the
national Values Education Program.

values

education

Introduction

Renewed interest in values education emerged

in Australian primary and secondary schools after
the release of the National Framework for Values
Education in Australian Schools in 2005. In this
framework, values education is defined as:

Any explicit and/or implicit school-based
activity which promotes student understanding
and knowledge of values, and which develops
the skills and dispositions of students so they
can enact particular values as individuals

and as members of the wider community.

National Framework for Values Education
in Australian Schools, 2005, p 8

The impetus for values education was enhanced by
three stages of funding for school-based research
projects which supported hundreds of schools to
articulate and disseminate good practice in values
education and to report on whole-school initiatives
underpinned by a whole-school approach to values
education.

The first report on findings from the school-based
projects, Implementing the National Framework for
Values Education in Australian Schools, 2006, asserted
somewhat tentative good practice principles for values
education. These include the following:

« reaching agreement within the school community
about the values that guide the school is crucial

« whole-school approaches sustain values education

« school leadership is critical in developing values
education as a core part of schooling
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« values must be explicitly articulated and explicitly
taught

there needs to be congruence between the values
espoused in schools and the values modelled in
schools

developing positive relationships in classrooms
and schools is central to values education

 success is achieved when values education
is integral to all aspects of school life

« schools working in clusters can foster effective
teacher professional development and quality
teaching and learning

« supportive critical friends and mentors contribute
markedly to professional development and the
values education work of schools.

The second report on findings from the school-based
projects, At the Heart of What We Do: Values Education
at the Centre of Schooling (2008) distilled, from the
school-based data, ten principles of good practice:

« establish and consistently use a common and shared
values language across the school

use pedagogies that are values-focused and student-
centred within all curriculums

« develop values education as an integrated curriculum
concept, rather than as a program, event or an
addition to the curriculum

explicitly teach values so students know what
the values mean and how the values are lived

implicitly model values and explicitly foster
the modelling of values

develop relevant and engaging values approaches
connected to local and global contexts and
which offer real opportunity for student agency

use values education to consciously foster
intercultural understanding, social cohesion
and social inclusion

provide teachers with informed, sustained and
targeted professional learning and foster their
professional collaborations

» encourage teachers to take risks in their approaches
to values education

 gather and monitor data for continuous improvement
in values education.

The final report on these three stages of funding to
schools, Giving Voice to the Impacts of Values Education
(2010) found that values education led to five key
impacts on students’ learning:

- values consciousness
» wellbeing

+ agency

e connectedness

« transformation.

These reports and other values education resources
have been developed for use by teachers and
students in Australian schools. Appendix A: Key Values
Education Resources on the Values Education website,
www.valueseducation.edu.au, provides a description
of these resources and their locations on the site.

This range of values initiatives can be seen as part of
what Lovat & Clement (2008) describe as a worldwide
resurgence in values education. Although variously
referred to as ‘values’, ‘moral education’ or ‘character
education’, values education is designed to enhance
those competencies necessary for personal wellbeing
and social cohesion. Lovat & Clement assert that the
‘enterprise of education is intrinsically values laden and
therefore is instrumental in the values formation of the
student’ (p 273).

The role of education in the values formation

of students is further supported in the Melbourne
Declaration on Educational Goals for Young
Australians (2008), as summarised below:
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The role of education in building
and supporting national values

Australia is described as a nation that values the role of
education in building a democratic, equitable and just
society — one that is prosperous, cohesive, culturally
diverse and that values Australia’s Indigenous cultures

as a key part of the nation’s history, present and future.

In the 21st century, education equips young people
with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values
to face the challenges of this era. Schools play a vital
role in promoting the intellectual, physical, social,
emotional, moral, spiritual and aesthetic development,
and wellbeing of young Australians. The legacy that
schools give to young people should include the
national values of democracy, equity and justice.

An overview of the Australian Curriculum

Personal values

Equally, schools should contribute to the lives of young
Australians by providing opportunities for them to
develop personal values and attributes such as honesty,
resilience, and respect for others. Further, schools need
to develop young people who:

« ‘are committed to national values of democracy, equity
and justice and participate in Australia’s civic life

« are able to relate to and communicate across
cultures, especially the cultures and countries of Asia

« work for the common good, in particular sustaining
and improving natural and social environments

- are responsible global and local citizens'.

In summary, the development of national and personal
values will be supported by a curriculum which fosters
students” understanding of Australian society, including the
study of civics and citizenship. These goals have informed
and guided the design of the Australian Curriculum.

The Australian Curriculum is organised into learning areas', general capabilities and cross-curriculum priorities
across year levels (see wwwv.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculum.html).

Learning areas
(Developed to date — 2011)

General capabilities

Cross-curriculum priorities

English (Foundation — year 10) Literacy

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
histories and cultures

Mathematics (Foundation —year 10) | Numeracy

Asia and Australia’s engagement
with Asia

Science (Foundation — year 10)

Information and communication
technology (ICT) competence

Sustainability

History (Foundation — year 10)

Critical and creative thinking

Ethical behaviour
Personal and social competence
Intercultural understanding

1 The initial development phase includes the subjects of English, mathematics, science, and history; followed by Phase 2: geography, languages, the arts; and Phase 3:

economics, business, civics and citizenship, health and physical education, information and communication technology, and design and technology.
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www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculum.html

General capabilities are described as a key dimension

of the Australian Curriculum. They encompass skills,
behaviours and dispositions that students develop and
apply to content knowledge (such as that learnt in
English, mathematics, science or history) and help to
enrich and deepen their learning. They support students
in becoming successful learners, confident and creative
individuals and active and informed citizens. These
capabilities are represented within and across learning
areas to different degrees.

The Australian Curriculum must be both relevant to the
lives of students and address the contemporary issues

they face. With these considerations and the Melbourne
Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians
in mind, the curriculum gives special attention to three

cross-curriculum priorities:

« Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories
and cultures

« Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia
« sustainability.

These cross-curriculum priorities are embedded
in all learning areas to varying degrees, depending
on their relevance to the learning areas.

Values education in the
Australian Curriculum

Clear links can be seen between the goals established in
the Melbourne Declaration for the values formation of
students and the design of the Australian Curriculum.

A curriculum map of the three dimensions of the
Australian Curriculum will reveal the extent to which the
key values education resources currently in existence
can support schools to develop students who meet

the goals of the Melbourne Declaration that are about
becoming active and informed citizens.
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A note about civics and citizenship

The curriculum mapping exercise points strongly to
the links between the values resources and civics and
citizenship (to be developed as part of Phase 3 —
The Australian Curriculum).

Through civics and citizenship, students learn about
what it means to be a citizen in a democratic society
such as Australia. They understand and enact the values
that underpin this democracy. They learn about the
rights and responsibilities of citizens and the process
of decision making. They examine principles of social
justice, human rights and equality. They develop a
willingness to participate in a democratic society and
actively engage in local, national and global contexts.

Conclusion

Teachers should feel assured that quality resources,
currently in existence, will support them in delivering
values education through the Australian Curriculum.
These resources have immediate relevance for many of
the learning areas and, in addition, provide substantial
support for the full range of general capabilities and
the integration of the cross-curriculum priorities.
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Details of the other resources listed in the tables
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